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Service must change playbook to prevail
Commentary by Lt. Col.  

Nelson Rouleau
12th Airborne commAnd  
And control squAdron

ROBINS AIR FORCE 
BASE, Ga. — Our col-
lective failure to lead 

boldly and teach others to 
do the same has led us to-
ward the end of our runway. 

Airmen are watching 
Young military leaders vi-

cariously learn the easiest path 
to promotion is through conser-
vative decisions, and a single 
mistake may cost a career. 

In light of these realities, 
too many noncommissioned of-
ficers and company-grade of-
ficers are frightened to fail. 
For far too long NCOs and 
CGOs witnessed those who’ve 

swerved slightly off their path, 
risk career-ending consequenc-
es. 

The flight path to success is 
clear: no mistakes. The easiest 
way to avoid a misstep is to by-
pass high-risk decisions and to 
avoid unpredictable outcomes. 

Unsurprisingly, much like a 
football game, in a fourth down 
and one-yard to gain situation, 
the proverbial Air Force play-
book has only one strategy, punt 
the football. 

Sadly, we routinely punt on 
fourth-and-one regardless of 
field position. We punt from 
our own 20-yard line or our op-
ponent’s 10-yard line. Can you 
imagine the embarrassment 
and the force-shaping board 
that awaits the Airman who 
misses a 27-yard field goal? I 
can. 

The Air Force’s playbook 
lacks risk. As a result, the play-
book has been stripped of any 
real value. It’s electronical-
ly tossed through the bureau-
cratic chain of command until 
it lay absent of ideas that dare 
to challenge the status quo. The 
book is written not to lose. 

Williamson Murray correct-
ly pointed out that, “The prob-
lem lies in the fact that these 
so-called strategic documents 
are the products of bureaucrat-
ic processes that aim to remove 
every contentious issue.” 

Going even further in his 
analysis of these type of doc-
uments, Murray posited that 

they’re “written by large 
groups of the unimaginative; 
they are passed up the chain of 
command to insure that there 
is nothing daring or controver-
sial that might upset the con-
ventional wisdom with its com-
fortable assumptions about the 
future.” 

Time to rewrite strategies
Our strategy is designed 

not to win, but to avoid failure. 
There is a difference. The en-
tire playbook should be dis-
carded and started anew. It’s 
time to rewrite bold new strate-
gies that are driven not by fear 
of failure, but by a tenacious 
will-to-win.

On fourth-and-one, encour-
age every Airman, fast or slow, 
tall or short, great hands or 
stone hands, to go deep and look 

for the ball in the end zone. 
Demand your quarterback 

throw the ball deep. The focus 
of this commentary is to ask ev-
ery squadron commander to 
author and approve new and au-
dacious fourth-and-one options. 

It examines how adding 
the long ball to the fourth and 
short playbook inspires trust 
and confidence in Airmen, and 
it asserts that the bold play on 
fourth down values failure as a 
learning opportunity. 

Having the audacity to plan 
and execute a 50-yard throw 
on fourth and one instills con-
fidence and demonstrates the 
value of calculated risk. Most 
importantly, Airmen will rec-
ognize genuine trust and will 
understand the end state is to 
win. 

Commentary by Dave Smith
21st spAce Wing public AffAirs

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. —  
I cracked a couple of puns 
with a masked man I assumed 

to be a doctor. He said he was sor-
ry, but I knew it wasn’t about the 
puns. He showed genuine regret.

About seven hours later I woke up 
disoriented, in a room full of people I 
couldn’t really see. Loud beeps seemed 
to come from everywhere, each signify-
ing various degrees of urgency.

The first clue I remained amongst 
the living was gagging on what felt like 
a large piece of drain pipe stuck down 
my throat.

I heard my wife’s voice, sweet, com-
forting and … worried. Right about 
that time pain began approaching from 
the fringes of my upper body, like a big 
blanket of searing, sharp hurt engulf-
ing my torso. Memory rushed in along 
with the pain and I recalled now: I just 

received double bypass heart surgery 
and a valve replacement. They called it 
cabbage for its acronym, CABG — Car-
diac Atrial Bypass Graft — and because 
of the reference I will never look at cole 
slaw the same way again.

My sternum was cracked open, they 
said it was surgically cut, but I knew 
better. My heart was lifted, scraped and 
had two arteries replaced using the ra-
dial artery from my left arm. A replace-
ment atrial valve was put into my heart 
– yes, inside of my heart – and the mi-
tral valve was repaired. “Repaired” is 

a highly technological cardiology term, 
probably Latin, meaning “scraped 
clean.” Maybe even wire brushed.

They reconnected my sternum with 
something like baling wire, stitched my 
chest and left a nine-inch zipper-looking 
wound behind. Add that to the 10-inch 
scar on my forearm and I was set to ter-
rorize small children and the squea-
mish. After a night of excruciating pain 
in the intensive care unit I went to the 
room that would be my home for the 
next eight days. 

Commentary

See SMITH Page 21
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participate in the POW/MIA 
run Sept. 15 at Travis Air Force 
Base, Calif.
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the tailwind is published by the dai-
ly republic, fairfield, california, a private 
firm in no way connected with the u.s. 
Air force.

While most of the editorial content of the 
tailwind is prepared by the 60th Air mobil-
ity Wing public Affairs office for its Web-
based product, the content for the tail-
wind is edited and prepared for print by 
the daily republic staff.

content of the tailwind is not necessar-
ily the official view of, nor is it endorsed 
by the u.s. government, the department 
of defense or the department of the Air 
force.

the appearance of advertising in the  
publication, including inserts or  

supplements, does not constitute en-
dorsement by the department of defense, 
the department of the Air force or the  
daily republic, of the products or services  
advertised.

everything advertised in the publication 
shall be made available for purchase, use 
or patronage without regard to race, color, 
religion, sex, national origin, age, marital 
status, physical handicap, political affilia-
tion or any other nonmerit factor of the pur-
chaser, user or patron.

correspondence can be sent to the  
60th Air mobility Wing public Affairs staff, 
tailwind, 400 brennan circle, bldg. 51, tra-
vis Afb, cA 94535-2150, faxed to 424-5936  
or emailed to tailwind@ travis.af.mil.

deadline for copy is 4:30 p.m. friday 
for the following friday’s issue. swap ads 
must be brought to bldg. 51 by noon mon-
day for possible print in that friday’s is-
sue. emailed or faxed swap Ads are not 
accepted.

those on base wishing to receive home 
delivery of the tailwind can call 427-6975 
today.

for information on paid advertising and 
on-base circulation, call 425-4646. corre-
spondence can be sent to: daily republic,  
1250 texas st., fairfield, cA 94533 or 
faxed to 425-5924.

Visit the travis public web site at http://
www.travis.af.mil. read the tailwind online 
at http://tailwind.dailyrepublic.net.
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Name: 
Tech. Sgt. Steve Wentz.

Unit:
9th Air Refueling Squadron.

Duty title:
Standardization and evaluation 
in-flight refueling operator.

Hometown: 
Hamilton, Ohio.

Time in service: 
Fifteen years.

Family:
Spouse, Shelia Wentz; one  
son.

What are your goals?
Finish my bachelor’s degree.

What are your hobbies?
Camping, hunting and fishing.

What is your greatest  
achievement?
Becoming a father.

U.S. Air Force photo/H
eide Couch

CRW Airmen deliver relief after Hurricane Irma
Tech. Sgt. Liliana Moreno 

621ST COnTingenCy ReSpOnSe Wing

HOMESTEAD AIR RESERVE 
BASE, Fla. – As Hurricane Irma set 
its sights on the Caribbean Islands and 
headed straight toward the U.S. main-
land, thousands of residents were or-
dered to evacuate the area.

The 621st Contingency Response 
Wing, at the request of civil authorities, 
placed multiple alert teams on standby 
to support ongoing Hurricane Irma re-
lief efforts in the Caribbean and the U.S. 
to help protect the lives and safety of 
those in affected areas. 

The 321st Contingency Response 
Squadron from Joint Base McGuire-
Dix-Lakehurst, New Jersey was the 
first one to send a contingency response 
team to Homestead Air Reserve Base, 
Florida, in support of Hurricane Irma 
relief efforts. 

“Arriving at a location with no out-
side agencies to lean upon is the situa-
tion our team trains for,” said Master 
Sgt. Joseph Royer, 321st CRS CRT chief. 

“A lot of times we create dependen-
cies to ease our workload or to channel 
authority,” Royer said. “In this case, it 
became apparent the moment we hit the 
ground that the ramp was ours and we 
had no one to lean on but each other.”

They quickly opened port operations 
and offloaded 112.8 short tons of cargo 
and relief supplies, including two UH-
60 Blackhawk helicopters, cargo and 
personnel from the 66th and 920th Res-
cue Squadrons, as well as team from the 
Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy.

The CRT sustained 24-hour opera-
tions until follow-on forces arrived from 
the 439th Airlift Wing from Westover 
ARB, Massachusetts. 

Shortly after a 17-member CRT from 

the 821st Contingency Response Group 
from Travis Air Force Base, California, 
arrived to augment the 439th AW air-
field capabilities in support of hurricane 
relief efforts.

“We are here to help support Hurri-
cane Irma victims and Homestead ARB 
personnel by opening and operating 
the airfield,” said Master Sgt. Master 
Sgt. Rodney Huffer, 921st Contingency 

Response Squadron CRT chief. “This 
allows the people here and the base to 
re-establish a normal operating envi-
ronment and concentrate on cleanup ef-
forts.” 

The team worked hand in hand with 
the 439th AW reserve partners to estab-
lish a complete team effort.

“Our capabilities are enhanced by 
working with our reserve counterparts,” 

said Tech. Sgt. Eric Bell, 921st CRS 
CRT chief. “It was a seamless integra-
tion between both teams.”

“It’s an amazing feeling of pride and 
accomplishment,” said Royer. “Being 
able to confidently tell the story that we 
transformed an empty piece of concrete, 
into a hive of activity that would ulti-
mately result in lives being saved and 
the burden of suffering being reduced.”

U.S. Air Force photo/Tech. Sgt. Liliana Moreno

Aerial porters load cargo onto a C-5M Super Galaxy Sept. 16 at Homestead Air Reserve Base, Fla. The aircraft from Travis Air Force Base, 
Calif., redeployed personnel and equipment from the 66th Rescue Squadron back home to Nellis Air Force Base, Nev. The team was 
deployed in support of Hurricane Irma relief efforts.
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Travis honors nation’s POWs, MIAs
Ian Thompson

Daily Republic

Army Sgt. 1st Class Rog-
er Hallberg may still be 
missing 50 years after his 
unit was ambushed near the 
Cambodian border, but he 
was not forgotten Friday at 
Travis Air Force Base.

Hallberg’s photo was on 
display on a table along with 
a photo of him with his sib-
lings, as well as the Silver 
Star he was later award-
ed for the sacrifice he made 
that day in 1967. His sib-
lings, brother Bruce Hall-
berg and sister Anne Hall-
berg-Holt, were there to talk 
about their brother.

Col. John Klein, 60th Air 
Mobility Wing command-
er, said the gathering of Air 
Force members and veter-
ans in front of those pictures 
was part of Travis’ “promise 
to remember” those who the 
Sept. 15 POW/MIA Recogni-
tion Day was all about.

That remembrance start-
ed at 1:30 p.m. Thursday 
with the base’s annual POW/
MIA 24-hour Vigil Run on 
the track next to the duck 
pond on base, with airmen 
running in 15-minute shifts 
while carrying the POW/
MIA and American flags.

First sergeants at Tra-
vis started the run and the 
base’s chiefs group ended it 
by presenting the flags Fri-
day at the POW/MIA cere-
mony, which took place in 
front of the 60th Air Mobili-
ty Wing’s headquarters.

More than 83,000 Amer-
ican military members are 
unaccounted for since World 
War II, according to the De-
fense Prisoner of War/Miss-
ing in Action Accounting 
Agency.

The 60th Maintenance 
Group hosted several POWs 
and their families at a Fri-
day luncheon that featured 
guest speaker Sascha Jan-
sen, who had been interned 
by the Japanese in the San-
to Tomas Internment Camp 

in the Philippines during 
World War II.

Jansen was one of sever-
al former POWs and MIA 
family members at the after-
noon ceremony at which  the 
guest speakers were Bruce 
Hallberg and Anne Hall-
berg-Holt.

Roger Hallberg was one 
of two Americans who went 
missing in Vietnam on 
March 24, 1967, after their 
mostly South Vietnamese 
strike force was ambushed 
by two North Vietnamese 
Army battalions near the 
Cambodian border.

He was with the point pla-
toon of a reconnaissance 
mission when the North 
Vietnamese opened what 

Bruce Hallberg described as 
“an intense fire” that badly 
wounded Capt. Jack Stewart 
and sent the accompanying 
South Vietnamese fleeing.

“My brother stayed be-
hind with his wounded cap-
tain,” Bruce Hallberg said. 
“He was last seen uninjured 
and firing his weapon.”

A couple of days after 
Roger Hallberg went miss-
ing, Bruce Hallberg re-
ceived a call from Roger’s 
wife asking him to call their 
parents, who were in Vene-
zuela at the time.

“I hope that you nev-
er have to make that call,” 
Hallberg told the crowd Fri-
day.

Bruce and Anne have 

been trying to discover their 
brother’s fate ever since 
then and, if he died, hope-
fully find his body to bring it 
home and give his family the 
closure they have been seek-
ing for a half-century.

The Hallbergs have been 
closely involved with the Na-
tional League of POW/MIA 
Families, which lobbies and 
works with the Pentagon to 
find and recover those miss-
ing from that war.

The closest they have got-
ten is that Stewart and Hall-
berg may have been taken 
prisoner since their bodies 
were never found. Help from 
the government has uncov-
ered eight former North 
Vietnamese soldiers who 

served in the unit that am-
bushed Hallberg’s unit “and 
we are looking for the guy 
who either buried him or led 
him off to the jungle,” Bruce 
Hallberg said.

Anne Hallberg-Holt 
thanked those present for 
their service and the prom-
ise to leave no one behind. 
She also said Travis “is a 
base with a real heart” and 
has always been caring to-
ward POW and the families 
of MIAs.

The base’s chief mas-
ter sergeants showed part 
of that caring by present-
ing the Hallbergs with a 
$500 check for the National 
League of POW/MIA Fam-
ilies.

u.S. air Force photo/louis briscese

Capt. Todd Leathermon, front salutes the flag Sept. 15 during the POW/MIA Recognition Ceremony at Travis Air Force Base, Calif. The 
ceremony was in conjunction with National POW/MIA Recognition Day and included a 24-hour vigil run.
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TMJ
Problems?

Seeking help does not end military career
Merrie Schilter-Lowe

60th Air Mobility Wing Public AffAirs

Throughout September, the 
nation is observing Suicide 
Prevention Awareness Month.

Since 2012, the estimated 
rate of death by suicide across 
the Department of Defense has 
remained about the same per 
100,000 people – 20 for active 
duty members, 24 for reserv-
ists and 27 for guard members. 
The Air Force rate also is esti-
mated at 20 per 100,000 mem-
bers, according to the DOD Sui-
cide Event Report.

Although DOD offers a wide 
range of programs to help ser-
vice members in crisis, a third 
of the nearly 40,000 people sur-
veyed in 2011 felt that seeking 
mental health treatment would 
harm their careers, according 

to a DOD health behavior sur-
vey. 

A 2014 report by the RAND 
National Defense Research In-
stitute noted that despite the 
wide range of evidence-based 
treatments available, the pro-
portion of service members 
who seek needed treatment re-
mains low. 

But the goal of treatment 
is to help members, said Capt. 
Brendon Jones, 60th Medi-
cal Group at Travis Air Force 
Base, California, and the sui-
cide prevention program man-
ager at Travis. 

“Air Force policy is that 
seeking mental health treat-
ment should not adversely af-
fect one’s career nor have any 
other negative consequences,” 
said Jones. “Additionally, men-
tal health treatment is private 

health information protected 
by (privacy laws).”  

In 2015, about 49 percent of 
those who committed suicide 
and 66 percent of those who at-
tempted suicide had a mental 
diagnosis such as depression or 
adjustment disorder. Although 
mental health information gen-
erally is not shared with a 
member’s leadership, there are 
some exceptions, such as when 
an individual threatens to harm 
self or others. 

“If one of these exceptions 
applies, some information may 
be disclosed but only the min-
imal information necessary,” 
said Jones.

If a member is at increased 
risk for suicide, their com-
mander and first sergeant may 
be informed and the member 
may be temporarily placed on 

a duty limiting profile. The pro-
file may include deployment, 
reassignment or arming re-
strictions.

“This is so that the ser-
vice member can get the men-
tal health services they need as 
well as ensure that the broad-
er Air Force mission is not ad-
versely affected,” said Jones. 

Once the person’s men-
tal health has sufficiently im-
proved, the person is returned 
to full duties.  

“The goal of both mental 
health and command is that 
the member be returned to full 
duty status when ready,” said 
Jones.

Preventing suicides is a 
primary concern for DOD, 
which launched its suicide 
event report in 2008 not only to 
track suicides, suicide attempts 

and suicidal-related behaviors 
across the services, but also to 
analyze and report suicide-re-
lated factors. 

Common factors include re-
lationship, family and financial 
issues, legal or administrative 
problems, substance abuse or 
a history of past abuse, mental 
health problems, academic and 
other life failures and a history 
of suicide attempts. 

At least one of these events 
factored into 66 percent of sui-
cide cases and 75 percent of 
suicide attempts from 2012 to 
2015. 

Having one or several of 
these factors does not neces-
sarily mean that a person is sui-
cidal and contemplating self-
harm. However, these events 
increase the risk of suicidal 

See HELP Page 24

Airman 
copes with 
suicidal 
thoughts

Staff Sgt. Megan Friedl
Defense MeDiA Activity

FORT GEORGE G. MEADE, 
Md. — Tech. Sgt. Stevi Smalts, a 
13-year Airman who’s served as 
both a security forces defend-
er and a professional military 
education instructor, is a living 
example of resilience, medical 
care and supportive leadership 
combining to prevent suicide, 
rehabilitate an Airman and 
eventually return them to duty.

Smalts has lived a life where 
stress has come in many forms. 
With two deployments under 
her belt, she experienced dai-
ly mortar attacks and witnessed 
gruesome post-attack scenes as 
a first responder. On top of that, 
she’s endured two divorces and 
watched, traumatically, as her 
8-day-old daughter took her last 
breaths while Smalts embraced 
the infant. From those terrible 

See COPES Page 22
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Julie Coffey, BA 
707.628.4128

REALTOR®  CalBRE Lic#01386311

www.JulieCoffeyHomes.com

Travis sergeant saves life, assists Airmen
Staff Sgt. Charles Rivezzo

60th Air Mobility Wing Public AffAirs

“As soon as I got there, she 
looked lifeless. Her pupils were 
fixed and she was cyanotic (her 
skin was blue).”

A 6-year-old girl was just 
pulled from the bottom of a ho-
tel pool when Senior Master 

Sgt. Scott Piper, 60th Air Mo-
bility Wing career assistance 
adviser, heard shouting.

“I heard a commotion, 
looked over and knowing my 
training, it was serious,” he 
said. “I sprinted over there and 
immediately started CPR; it 
was that simple to me.”

Piper performed CPR for 

close to two minutes on the 
young girl before she showed 
signs of life.

“Losing her was never an 
option,” said Piper. “With kids, 
it’s more about providing them 
air in these situations. She 
started getting her color back 
and her eyes started moving. 
We got her back.”

After regaining conscious-
ness, Piper engaged with the 
girl, assessing her status. 

“Her name was Jaclyn and I 
got to know her,” he said. “She 
had a sister who was two, and 
her name was Jasmine. She 
was telling me all of this, which 
was a good sign.”

A career Air Force med-
ic, Piper humbly shared this 
story. To him, this was some-
thing “any Airman would have 
done.” But he admitted he 
missed the adrenaline rush of 
saving a life.

“I did that for 12 years, 
so there was that rush that 
I missed,” he said. “It’s not 
something I like doing, but 
it never gets old … saving a  
life.”

‘The back of a helicopter  
was my ambulance’

Before transitioning to the 
wing’s career assistance advi-
sor position, Piper was an in-
dependent duty medical tech-
nician within the special 
operations forces community.   

“The back of a helicopter 
was my ambulance for over 10 
years,” he said. “My specialty 
was trauma, and that’s what I 
did for a long time.”

The heart and soul of 
Air Force Special Operations 

u.s. Air force photo

As an independent duty medical technician within the special operations 
forces community, Senior Master Sgt. Scott Piper, 60th Air Mobility 
Wing career assistance adviser, provided primary care and emergency 
medical support to deployed SOF units, enabling casualty evacuation 
aboard SOF aircraft for the movement of patients from far forward areas 
in or near a combat zone.

See SAVES LIFE Page 19
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Are you Afraid
of the Dentist?

Does your fear of the dentist keep you from
receiving the care you need?

At Regency Dental our top priority is our patients’
comfort and overall experience.

Adult Conscious Sedation Now Available.

Come in for Exam, X-rays and Cleaning

And Receive FREE Teeth Whitening ($400.00 Value)

Upon Completion of All Necessary Dental Treatment

Regency Dental
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

1001 Nut Tree Road, Suite 230, Vacaville CA 95687
707-453-1776

E-4B stops at Travis on way to air show

U.S. Air Force photo/Louis Briscese 

An E-4B aircraft sits on the tarmac Sept. 11 at Travis Air Force Base, Calif. The E-4B participated 
in a flyover Sept. 9-10 at the California Capital Airshow in Sacramento, Calif.

Visit Travis at FACEBOOK.com/TravisAirForceBase
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Mon.-Fri., 7:30AM-5:30PM
Sat., 7:30AM-4:00PM

1245 Illinois St., Fairfield, CA

Present This Ad for  10% Discount off any Repair or Service!

We service all makes and models of RV motorhome, 5th Wheel and Trailer Chassis, 
brakes, lights, engine, HVAC, transmission, steering, axles, bearings, suspension, tires 
etc. We also repair and service all trucks from a pick up truck to a Class 8 Big Rig.

Our team of Technician’s have over 150 years combined repair and diagnostic 
experience. We treat your vehicle like it is ours. There is no job too big or small, we 
invite them all. 

Give us a call to schedule an appointment or just stop by we always have coffee  
brewed and popcorn popped. We look forward to meeting you and providing you  
with excellent customer service.

P Thi Ad f 10% Di

(707) 427-1386

Travis helps in hurricane relief has ‘what if’ element
Ryan McCarthy

Daily Republic

Hurricane Irma relief the 
U.S. Air Force provided intro-
duces a “what if” that military 
missions don’t usually face – 
the uncertainty of where the 
hurricane would go, said pilots 
who flew from Travis in the hu-
manitarian effort.

“The mission is very fluid,” 
Maj. Brad Echols said Sept. 19.

He and Capt Justin Pletch-
er, aircraft commanders who 
flew as part of the Air Force’s 
response to the hurricane that 
reached Florida, spoke in front 
of C-17s at Travis.

“There’s a lot of moving 
pieces,” Pletcher said of the 
hurricane relief. “As pilots 
we’re only piece of it.”

Another Air Force pilot de-
scribed the C-17 last week as a 
big aircraft that thinks it’s little 
– “a sports car.”

“It’s a Ferrari if it’s light,” 
Pletcher agreed. “It’s a 1960s 
Volkswagen when it’s heavy.”

With aircraft often trans-
porting heavy loads as part of 

the hurricane relief, the C-17 
was more VW than Italian 
sports car.

What mattered more, 
though, was the assistance the 
Air Force was able to provide.

Lt. Col. Tanya Yelverton, 
who commanded the patient 
staging team, found the effort 
as meaningful as did the pilots.

“It was better than I expect-
ed – more rewarding,” Yelver-
ton said.

Her work included helping 
to transport 32 patients from 
a hospital hit by Irma to a safe 
site.

“They were just very thank-
ful,” she said of the patients’ re-
action to the assistance.

Yelverton and others provid-
ing assistance slept two nights 
on the floor of a hospital in St. 
Croix. That sleep was welcome, 
she said.

“Everybody was so exhaust-
ed,” Yelverton said. “When the 
mission has to get done you just 
don’t stop.”

About 60 members of the 
621st Contingency Response 
Squadron returned Sunday to 

Travis after supporting Hurri-
cane Irma relief efforts in the 
Florida Keys, Lt. Sarah John-
son said.

The 60th Medical Group and 

aircrew members from the 21st 
and 22nd Airlift Squadrons re-
turned late last week from re-
lief operations in St. Croix.

From the initial days after 

the disaster to ongoing efforts, 
teams from Travis have pro-
vided rapid humanitarian aid 
to those affected in Florida and 
the Caribbean, Johnson said.

Daily Republic photo/Robinson Kuntz

Capt. Justin Pletcher, left, and Maj. Brad Echols recently returned to Travis after supporting Hurricane Irma 
relief efforts in the Florida Keys.
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425-9833

A South of the Border 
Experience in Mexican Cuisine

Dinner Specialties:
Fajitas • Jalapeño Chicken  

Carnitas• Chile Verde • Carne Asada
Mariscos • Sopes • Mexican Soups • Salads

And Much More!

Full Cantina Available
Happy Hour

Monday – Friday 3pm to 7pm
Saturday & Sunday All Day

Banquet Room Available

1025 Oliver Rd • Fairfield

Airmen make arctic security expedition
Tech. Sgt. Dan DeCook
Secretary of the air force  

Public affairS

WASHINGTON — While the Air 
Force is developing strategy to align ef-
forts in the Arctic’s blistering cold with 
greater Defense Department strategy in 
the region, it’s also working to build in-
ternational Arctic partnerships. 

For the first time in Air Force histo-
ry, a collection of senior leaders went on 
an expedition to the Arctic. The opera-
tion, named Uggianaqtuq, put members 
from the Air Force’s headquarters staff 
and major commands in places only a 
handful of others have ever seen. 

Beginning with stops at Eielson Air 
Force Base, Clear Air Station and Long 
Range Radar Site Point Barrow, Alas-
ka, the expedition members were giv-
en firsthand knowledge about what it 
takes operate in the coldest climates in 
the U.S. 

Departing the U.S., the first interna-
tional stop on the expedition was Thule 
Air Base, Greenland, for discussion on 
strategic geography, international trea-
ties and a mission brief from the 821st 
Air Base Group. 

u.S. air force photo/tech. Sgt. Dan Decook

Air Force senior leaders hike on a glacier Sept. 12 near Illulissat, Greenland. The senior leaders were in Greenland, Canada and Alaska as 
part of Operation Uggianaqtuq, an Arctic Security Expedition to better understand the challenges of working in the climate and to build 
relationships with allies and partners there.See ExpEDITIOn page 14



After Irma, CRW Airmen deploy to help out
Tech. Sgt. Liliana Moreno 

621st ContingenCy Response Wing

MARATHON, Fla. — The 
821st Contingency Response 
Group from Travis Air Force 
Base, California, alerted a 
64-person Contingency Re-
sponse Element to Marathon 
Regional Airport, located in the 
Florida Keys, where they ar-
rived in the aftermath of Hurri-
cane Irma, Sept. 11.

Hurricane Irma, one of the 
strongest storms ever recorded 
in the Atlantic, hit Florida as a 
Category 4 storm the morning 
of Sept. 10.

According to Florida of-
ficials, the hurricane tore 
through the state ripping off 
roofs, flooding coastal cities, 
and knocking out power for 
millions of people.

In the aftermath of devas-
tating situations, such as Hur-
ricane Irma, the 621st Contin-
gency Response Wing is poised 
and ready to provide swift and 
coordinated relief effort, as di-
rected, to save the lives and al-
leviate human suffering.

The CRW is a bi-costal, agile 
unit, made up of approximate-
ly 1,500 Airmen, whose forces 
are primarily stationed at both 

Travis Air Force Base, Califor-
nia, and Joint Base McGuire-
Dix-Lakehurst, New Jersey.

As requested by the Fed-
eral Emergency Management 
Agency through Northern 
Command Air Operations Cen-
ter, the wing deployed more 
than 200 Airmen to multiple lo-
cations in the Caribbean and 
across Florida. 

The CR forces are part of a 
larger Department of Defense 
response to support authorities 
in the U.S. Virgin Islands and 
Puerto Rico in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Irma. 

“We are a mission ready, 

mobile force that is deploy-
able within 12 hours of notice 
and the Marathon mission was 
right in our wheelhouse,” said 
Lt. Col. Blaine Baker, 821st 
Contingency Response Squad-
ron commander.

The team departed Travis 
AFB within seven hours af-
ter their initial deployment no-
tification, and landed in Mara-
thon the night of Sept. 11 ready 
to perform 24-hour operations.

The role of CR forces during 
this disaster relief mission was 
to rapidly respond with critical-
ly needed capabilities to deliver 

assistance and aid in the re-
lief efforts as directed. In many 
cases, the CRW is one of the 
first units to arrive to the disas-
ter locations.

When the team arrived to 
Florida, they immediately went 
to work partnering the CRE 
with U.S. Army and U.S. Ma-
rine Corps teams, and start-
ed working alongside FEMA, 
State of Florida officials and the 
local community. 

Due to the environment ef-
fects following the hurricane, 
there was a limited supply of 
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NOW OPEN

Consignment Hours:
We accept women’s sizes Junior to 4XL
Tuesdays & Thursdays from 11am - 3pm

Boutique Hours: 
Tuesday - Saturday 

10am - 5:30pm

 707.422.5242

340 Travis Blvd. Suite 2 • Fairfield 
 (turn in at Solano Storage, next to Subway) 

15% Off 
On Saturdays 

with Military ID

Benicia Grill II

Monday - Friday

ANY ITEM
on Special Menu

$9.99

Happy

Hour

(707) 428-0555 ld

 

FREE 
With the purchase  

of 2 drinks.

Banquet 
  

available for 
any event. 

No room charge. 
Call for reservation.

Dinner Special
 

Off 
With the purchase  

of 2 drinks.
Up to $7 value. One coupon per table. 

Not good with any other offers or 
on Senior menu items. Must present 

coupon. Offer expires 10/2/17. 

50% Off entree of equal or lesser 
value. Not good with any other offers 

or on Senior menu items. Must present 
coupon. Offer expires  10/2/17. 

KARAOKE
NOW WED, 

THURS, 
FRI & SAT 

NIGHT!

 

KARAOKE

See IRMA Page 14

AF Marathon celebrates 70th birthday
John Harrington

88th Air BAse Wing PuBlic AffAirs

WRIGHT-PATTERSON 
AIR FORCE BASE, Ohio — 
Partly cloudy skies and warm 
temperatures welcomed ap-
proximately 13,500 runners 
and walkers from all 50 states 
and 16 foreign countries to take 
part in the 21st annual U.S. Air 
Force Marathon at the Nation-
al Museum of the U.S. Air Force 
at Wright-Patterson Air Force 
Base, Sept. 16.

Gen. Ellen M. Pawlikowski, 
Air Force Materiel Command 
commander, gave opening com-
ments, welcoming throngs of 
colorfully dressed runners 
from all walks of life.

“This is, most importantly, 
our birthday celebration. Many 
of you may not realize this but 
the Air Force marathon was 
started in 1997 as part of our 
celebration, and this year is a 
very special birthday for the 
Air Force because it’s our 70th 
birthday,” Pawlikowski said. 
“The future is in the Ameri-
cans that every day volunteer 
to protect our freedoms and put 
themselves in harm’s way so 
that we can be out here today.” 

Col. Bradley McDonald, 
88th Air Base Wing and instal-
lation commander, said he of-
ten hears appreciation for the 
efforts of the more than 2,400 
volunteers from the communi-
ty and base bringing this annu-
al event to life.

“When you talk to the run-
ners, one thing that keeps com-
ing up is their appreciation for 
our outstanding volunteers. 
That’s what they say sets our 
U.S. Air Force Marathon apart 
from all others, and I couldn’t 
agree more,” McDonald said. 
“The Miami Valley community 
really comes together with our 
exceptional Airmen to make 
this a world class event. I am 
very proud of each and every 
one of them.”

The three-day event kicked 
off Sept. 14, with a free sports 
and fitness expo at Wright State 
University’s Nutter Center. 
More than 100 exhibitors filled 
the court’s floor and concourse, 
featuring the latest fitness 
clothing, nutrition and gear. 
Along with exhibitors, guest 

speakers instructed attendees 
on pacing and use of yoga in fit-
ness, and an F-22 cockpit sim-
ulator gave guests a first-hand 
look at Air Force innovation.

Pre-race activities includ-
ed the Breakfast of Champions 
Sept. 15, featuring guest speak-
er, former U.S. Army Special 
Forces officer and published 
author Ivan Castro. Castro lost 
his eyesight in a mortar blast in 
Iraq in 2006 and served as the 
only blind Special Forces Sol-
dier in the Army until his re-
tirement in 2016. Castro also 
spoke at the expo, and later at 
the annual Gourmet Pasta Din-
ner at the National Museum of 
the U.S. Air Force.

Lt. Gen. Robert D. McMur-
ry, Air Force Life Cycle Man-
agement Center commander, 

applauded the determination 
to overcome challenges by not 
only marathon runners but Air-
men as well.

“I’m amazed by the commit-
ment and dedication to training 
each athlete made to overcome 
this challenge,” McMurry said. 
“Just like our United States Air 
Force, these runners came here 
to “Fly, Fight and Win” their 
own personal battle against 
time. Many of these same peo-
ple display the same fortitude 
every day in support of the Air 
Force Life Cycle Management 
Center and I’m proud to have 
them in the command.”

Tailwind, the official Air 
Force Marathon mascot intro-
duced last year, made a return 
to the event, entertaining adults 
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CITY SPORTS 
BAR & GRILL

182

LOCATED IN STARS RECREATION CENTER
155 Browns Valley Pkwy. • 455-STAR

182

Monday &  
Thursday Night

Football Specials
Nothing over $5

City Sports Fish Taco,  
Bacon Wrapped Hotdog, Wet Tots, 

Shanghai Lumpia, Mini Tacos,  
Corn in a Cup, Fried Chicken Drummies, 

Pretzel Bites

3002 Rockville Rd., 
Fairfield

*$150 refundable  
cleaning deposit

Military & First Responder Discounts Available

STORAGE SPACE AVAILABLE!

8x20 
$150 mo. 

On-site Management
Security
All Drive-up Doors 
Easy I-80 Access

(707) 249-9650Call For 
Appt.

We Accept

TRICARE / TRICARE For Life
Who can be seen at our Eye Clinic?

-All Military Spouses and their Dependents with Tricare Prime,
All Retirees with Tricare Prime,

All Retirees and their Spouses with Tricare for Life / Medicare,
and All members needing Contact Lenses Prescriptions

Family Eye Doctors near Travis AFB
ATTENTION: ALL MILITARY SPOUSES
& DEPENDENTS AND ALL RETIREES,

SPOUSES & DEPENDENTS
WHY WAIT WEEKS FOR AN EYE EXAM?

Located 1 mile north of Air Base Parkway,
in the Raley’s Plaza

on the corner of N. Texas St. & Dickson Hill Rd.

80

Air Base Pkwy

Dickson Hill Road

N
. T

ex
as

Dr. Larry Huey • Dr. Don Hsiao
Optometrists

Travis Family Optometry
301 Dickson Hill Road Ste. B

Fairfield, CA 94533
(707) 437-9600

 

u.s. Air force photo/Wesley farnsworth

Runners take off for the start of the 21st annual U.S. Air Force Marathon 
Sept. 16 at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio. More than 13,500 
runners participated in a 5K, 10K, half and full marathons, supported by 
more than 2,400 volunteers.See MARATHON Page 24
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Sunrise Residences Open Daily 9-5PM 
2750 North Texas, Fairfield

Brand new studio and one bedroom units, modestly 
priced from $1,475-$1,575/mo. Gated community. 
Elevated ceilings, Java beech wood cabinets, SS 
applncs, granite counters, washers/dryers and 
more. Close to shopping and freeway access.

OPEN HOUSE

Cathy Khan
REALTOR®

(707) 386-5425

After stops at missile warn-
ing, missile defense and space 
situational awareness radar 
sites, the group headed north 
and landed on an icy runway 
just 55 miles from the North 
Pole at Canadian Forces Sta-
tion Alert. 

“When you step off the plane 
in Alert, Canada, you quickly 
realize you’re about as far away 
as you can be from other hu-
mans without leaving the plan-
et,” said Col. Robert Novotny, 
Air Combat Command deputy 
director of plans and programs. 
“It’s like being stranded on a 
remote desert island – except 
the frigid temperatures and ice 
are trying to kill you.”

The stop in Alert wasn’t just 
to put these general officers on 
a frozen tundra that seemed 
like endless ice fields in each 
direction, though. 

“We are here because we, 
as an Air Force, must strength-
en partnerships with our Arc-
tic allies and develop opera-
tional proficiency in some of 
the toughest climates,” said Lt. 
Gen. Mark Nowland, Air Force 

deputy chief of staff for opera-
tions. “We are an Arctic nation, 
and we need to know as much 
about the Arctic as we can to 
ensure it remains stable and 
free of conflict.”

After touring the Canadian-
run station, the group board-
ed their Royal Canadian De-
fence Force C-17 for Thule AB 
before heading south to Illulis-
sat, Greenland, to meet with 
Armed Forces Denmark’s Joint 
Arctic Command. 

“(When) you hear you 
are meeting with the Danish 
Armed Forces, you expect to 
meet with a professional mil-
itary force that knows how to 
operate in the coldest places,” 
said Gen. Ellen Pawlikowski, 
commander of Air Force Ma-
terial Command. “What we 
didn’t expect was to be put on a 
helicopter and flown onto a gla-
cier.”

The members of the expedi-
tion boarded a helicopter and 
flew 45 miles from the west-
ern coast of the largest island 
on the planet and dropped off 
on top of a glacier that is more 
than 110 miles long. The glacier 
trip was important to see just 
how daunting the task of search 
and rescue can be in the most 
remote locations.

Expedition
From Page 11

potable water, food, and access 
to power. With support from 
the local authorities, team 
members delivered 10,933 
cases of Meals Ready to Eat 
and 16,917 cases of water to 
the local population.

“It was truly a multimodal 
effort,” said Chief Master Sgt. 
Ronald Garbarini, 821st CRS 
chief enlisted manager. “We 
received relief supplies, pro-
cessed them and then got them 
ready for the people in need.”

“In the early stages, we 
were sending out water and 
food via helicopters,” Garbar-
ini said. “They flew in, picked 
up as many supplies as they 
could, and then dropped them 
off at various points of deliv-
ery around the region.”

As the roadways started be-
coming safe for driving, the 
team started sending supplies 
through the Army and their 

light medium tactical vehicles.
The team opened aerial 

port operations for Marathon, 
which allowed air passage for 
relief supplies. In total, the 
CRE-led joint team support-
ed 250 fixed-wing and rotary-
wing missions, and offloaded 
261 passengers and 1,000,000 
pounds of critical relief sup-
plies, including critical sus-
tainment equipment.

“Directly helping fellow 
Americans in need in and 
around the Marathon area 
was the best part of this oper-
ation,” Garbarini added. “See-
ing the outpouring of relief 
supplies coming from all over 
the United States was also im-
pressive to witness.”

Additionally, the team part-
nered CRE Air Traffic Con-
trollers with a Florida Army 
National Guard Air Traffic 
Control team to provide air 
traffic deconfliction at the air-
field. Their joint efforts en-
abled a safe operating envi-
ronment through the positive 
deconfliction of over 1,000 

aircraft transitioning the Mar-
athon airspace.

“We hone our skills in joint 
training exercises like Tur-
bo Distribution and Mobility 
Guardian,” Garbarini added. 
“One of our (CRW’s) core com-
petencies is humanitarian di-
saster relief. It also helps that 
we have a ready, agile force, 
postured on alert and ready to 
go in a moment’s notice.”

“Operations at Marathon 
were highly successful,” Bak-
er said. “It was a joint and in-
teragency effort, and our 
Airmen accomplished their 
mission with distinction and 
instilled confidence in CR 
forces across the community 
and joint force.” 

The CRE support for Mar-
athon relief efforts is complete 
and the airfield is transition-
ing back to normal operations. 
The 821st CRG returned to 
Travis AFB earlier this week. 
The team has assumed alert 
once again, postured to deploy 
if called upon to support relief 
efforts for Hurricane Maria.

Irma
From Page 12

TravIs fITnEss cEnTEr
is open 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.  

Monday through Friday and  
8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday and Sunday.
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Air Force celebrates service’s 70th birthday
1)  Team members from the 60th Civil Engineer Squadron’s 

explosive ordnance disposal unit rest after they finished their part 
of a Prisoner of War/Missing in Action 24-hour relay, Travis Air 

Force Base, Calif. 2) Retired Lt. Gen. John Gonge, second from left, 
Navy veteran Jerry Simoni, center, seated, and the retired Brig. 

Gen. Chuck Yeager, second from right, pose for a photo at the Air 
Force Gala. 3) Chief Master Sgt. Steve Nichols, 60th Air Mobility 
Wing command chief, delivers opening remarks Sept. 14 before 
the start of the POW/MIA run. The objective is to keep the flag in 

constant motion for a 24-hour period. 4) Col. John Klein, 60th Air 
Mobility Wing commander, provides remarks during the POW/MIA 

Recognition Ceremony Sept. 15 at Travis. 5) Bruce Hallberg, whose 
brother is still missing in action from the Vietnam War, provides 
remarks during the POW/MIA ceremony. 6) Airmen assigned to 

the 60th Civil Engineer Squadron participate Sept. 15 in the POW/
MIA. 7) A veteran listens to a guest speaker during the POW/MIA 

recognition ceremony. The ceremony was held in conjunction with 
National POW/MIA Recognition Day and included a 24-hour vigil run. U.S. Air Force photo/Heide Couch Courtesy photo

U.S. Air Force photo/Heide Couch

U.S. Air Force photo/Louis Briscese U.S. Air Force photo/Louis Briscese U.S. Air Force photo/Master Sgt. Joseph Swafford U.S. Air Force photo/Louis Briscese
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2 3

4 5

6 7



Base emergency numbers. Mobile phone 
users must dial 707-424-4911 if they have an 
emergency on base. Those using government or 
home phones can call 911. For more information, 
call the Travis Air Force Base Fire Prevention Office 
at 707-424-3683.

Crisis text line. Free, confidential, 24/7 
counseling for teens and young adults. Text 
741-741 anywhere in the United States and a live, 
trained crisis counselor responds quickly.

Employee-Vehicle Certification and 
Reporting System. Civilian and military 
personnel must maintain emissions information 
with the Web-based ECARS system. For more 
information, call Xuyen Lieu at 707-424-5103.

Exceptional Family Member Program 
Sensory Play Group. This group meets from 2 
to 4 p.m. the second and fourth Wednesdays at 
the Balfour Beatty Community Center. For more 
information, call 707-424-4342 or visit the 
Facebook page “EFMP Travis AFB.”

Fairfield/Vacaville Train Station Project. 
Located at Peabody Road and Vanden Road in 
Fairfield with a six-lane overpass. Construction is 
scheduled for completion in October. For more 
information, visit http://bit.ly/1yNIBwV.

Family Advocacy Parent/Child 
playgroups. Toddlers to the Max Playgroup for 
children ages 1 to 3 meets from 9:30 to 11 a.m. 
Wednesdays at the First Street Chapel Annex. The 
Rattles to Raspberries Playgroup for infants 8 
weeks to 1 year meets 9:30 to 11 a.m. Thursdays 
at the First Street Chapel Annex. For more 
information, call 707-423-5168. 

Family and Friends Combat Stress Peer 
Support Group. Meets from noon to 1 p.m. the 
first Tuesday of every month at the Balfour Beatty 
Community Center and from 1-2 p.m. the third 
Thursday of each month at The Peak. For more 
information, contact Amber Quirate and Jessica 
Soto at 501-231-7756 or email travsopcom-
batptsd@gmail.com.

Government no-fee passports. All 
submissions of applications for government no-fee 
passports must now include: 1) A photocopy of 
Military Identification Card front and back; 2) 
Passport photo taken in the past six months; 3) 
Supporting document(s), proof of U.S. citizenship 
certified copy with state or county seal, if it 
involved a name change submit a court order or 
marriage certificate. Passport application cannot 
be handwritten and printed back to back and 
must be completed online with 2D barcode at 
website https://pptform.state.gov and/or https://
travel.state.gov. For more information, call 
707-424-5324.

Hometown News Releases. To submit a 

Hometown News Release, visit https://jhns.
release.dma.mil/public and fill out the 
information.

LGBT Alliance. General membership 
meetings take place at 6 p.m. the first Wednesday 
of every month at the Airman and Family 
Readiness Center. For more information, email 
lgbtalliance707@gmail.com or call 707-424-2486.

Mare Island Museum. Now a Blue Star 
Museum, which means active-duty military, 
reservists and their family members are eligible for 
free admission from Memorial Day to Labor Day. 
1100 Railroad Ave. on Mare Island in Vallejo. 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday through Friday, 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Saturday. For more information, call 
707-557-4646.

M-50 Gas Mask Fit Testing. Takes place 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. every Wednesday at Bldg. 
791. All deployers are fit as necessary. For more 
information, call 707-424-2689.

Mitchell Memorial Library. Open 9 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and closed 
Sunday.

Montezuma Shrine Club. Meets every 
third Thursday of the month at the Masonic 
Center, 412 Travis Blvd., Fairfield. For more 
information, call Mike Michaelis at 707-427-2573 
or Cal Gitsham at 707-425-0060.

Motorcycle licensing and training. 
California Rider Education offers the Motorcyclists 
Training Course, Basic Ridervs Course 2 and the 
Military Sportsbike Riders Course on base. MTC 
classes take place most weekends. Motorcycles 
and helmets provided. Successful completion 
gives students a DL389 that waives the skills test 
at DMV. Course cost covered for active duty, 
reserves, some DOD and NAF folks. Family 
members welcome, but must cover own costs. All 
registrations done via phone at 1-800-966-3844.

On-base child care. The Air Force requires 
on-base residents to be licensed by the 60th 
Mission Support Group if they provide more than 
10 hours of care per week in their homes. For 
more information, call 707-424-8104 or 
707-424-4596 or stop by Bldg. 380B.

Photocopying of military identifica-
tion. The prohibition of photocopying of U.S. 
government identification Common Access 
Card announced by the Office of the Assistant 
Secretary of Defense, dated Oct. 27, 2011, 
does not apply to medical establishments, 
applying for government-issued, no-fee 
passport and other U.S. government agencies 
in the performance of official government 
business. This requirement does not apply to 
minors ages 16 or younger. However, it applies 

to sponsors. For more information, call 
707-424-5324.

Professional Loadmaster Association. 
The Professional Loadmaster Association meets at 
7 p.m. the first Tuesday of each month at the 
Delta Breeze Club. For more information, call Mark 
Raymond at 707-416-5331.

Retiree Activities Office. Openings for 
volunteers. Customers are retired American 
service members and their family members. It is 
the RAO’s responsibility to maintain open 
communication and to ensure retirees receive the 
service and the respect they deserve.  
If you would like to apply for a volunteer slot and 
have three hours or more to give, call 707-424-
3905.

SGLI and vRED. The Record of Emergency 
Data, aka vRED, and the Servicemembers Group 
Life Insurance form are two of the most-critical 
documents a service member is responsible for 
maintaining throughout a military career. 
Commanders, Casualty Assistance personnel and 
Mortuary Affairs personnel rely heavily on these 
two documents as a vital source of information 
when a crisis occurs resulting in serious injury or 
death of the service member.

60th Air Mobility Wing Information 
Protection Office. The office has the following 
walk-in customer service window hours: 8 to 11 
a.m. and 1 to 4 p.m. Monday through Thursday 
as well as window hours from 8 to 11 a.m. Friday. 
For emergencies, call 707-424-3114.

Solano/Napa Habitat for Humanity. This 
organization welcomes volunteers and supporters 
from all backgrounds. There are recurring events 
Tuesday through Saturday. For more information, 
email Staff Sgt. Mathew Clayton at mathew.
clayton@us.af.mil.

Toastmasters. The Travis Toastmasters 
meets at noon on the first and third Tuesday of 
the month in the USO Lounge. Toastmasters is 
an organization that helps people practice 
communication, as well as build on skills they 
already have. All are welcome to attend. For 
more information, call Nicole Culberhouse at 
478-273-1760.

Travis Community Thrift Shop. 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday. Ongoing need 
for volunteers to organize, sort and price 
donations. For more information, contact the 
Thrift Shop at 707-437-2370.

Travis Composite Squadron 22 Civil 
Air Patrol. Open to youth from 12 to 18, as 
well as adults ages 18 or older who train and 
serve as the volunteer component of the total 
force. UTA is 6:30 to 9 p.m. Monday, Bldg. 
241-B -2. Open to all students with a 2.0 or 
higher grade-point average. For more 
information, contact CAP 1st Lt. Jo Nash at 
707-424-3996 or recruiting@squadron22-cap.
us, visit during a UTA or check out http://
squadron22-cap.us.

Travis Heritage Center. The facility is 
looking to add to its historical collection. It is 
missing the past 15 years of conflict in which 
Travis was involved. Do you have something 
special to donate for generations to appreciate? 
The center also seeks volunteers. The gift shop 
is open 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday through 
Saturday. For more information, call Rick Shea 
at 707-424-5598 or email richard.shea@us.af.
mil.

Travis Legal Office. Power of attorney 
and notaries are walk-ins 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursday. Legal assistance for 
active duty members and dependents are 
walk-ins from 2 to 3 p.m. Tuesday. For all wills 
and retiree legal assistance, call 707-424-3251 
to make an appointment.

Voluntary Leave Transfer Program. 
The following Travis employees are approved as 
leave recipients through the Voluntary Leave 
Transfer Program:

• Cheryl Brown, 60th Air Mobility Wing.
• Timothy Miller, 60th Medical Support 

Squadron.
The VLTP allows an employee who has a 

medical emergency or is affected by a medical 
emergency of a family member and is without 
availability of paid leave to receive transferred 
annual leave directly from other employees. For 
more information, call 707-424-1720.

Tuskegee Airman Lee A. Archer 
Chapter. Meets at 1 p.m. third Saturday of the 
month at Nut Tree Airport. For more 
information, call James Harris at 707-631-6361.

What’s Cookin’ Wednesday. Free lunch 
at the Travis AFB USO building 1348. Served 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. every Wednedsay. For 
active duty, Guard, reservist and their families.

Local events
Events

Art, Wine & Chocolate Festival. 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Oct. 7, Suisun City waterfront, Main 
and Solano Streets. Free admission. http://

suisunwaterfront.com.
Dixon Scottish Highland Games. 9 

a.m. to 5 p.m. Sept. 30, Dixon May Fair-
grounds, 655 S. First St., Dixon. www.
scotsindixon.org.

Fairfield Farmers Market. 3 p.m. 
Thursdays, through Oct. 5, Jefferson and Texas 
streets. www.fairfieldmainstreet.com.

Family & Food Truck Fair. 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. second Saturday of each month, through 
October, Jefferson and Texas streets, Fairfield. 
www.fairfieldmainstreet.com.

First Wednesdays at the Suisun City 
Train Depot Plaza. Food, wine and music, 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Oct. 4, 177 Main St. www.
suisunwaterfront.com.

Food Truck Mania. 4 to 8 p.m. second 
Sunday of each month, through September, 
Andrews Park, Monte Vista Avenue and School 
Street, Vacaville. www.creekwalkevents.com.

Friday Nights at the Farm. 5 to 9 p.m. 
Oct. 13, Green Valley Road at Vintage Lane, 
Fairfield. www.gvagconservancy.org.

Ghost Tour. 8 p.m. Sept. 23, Oct. 21,  
leaves from Lawler House, 718 Main St., 
Suisun City and 8 p.m. Oct. 20, leaves from 
Virgil’s Bait Shop, 201 Main St., Suisun City.  
www.suisunwaterfront.com.

Ghost Walk. 8 p.m. Oct. 6-7, Oct. 20-21, 
90 Main St., downtown Benicia. 745-9791, 
www.beniciamainstreet.org.

Haunted Vacaville Ghost Walk. 8 p.m. 
Oct. 11, 618 E. Main St. https://fareharbor.
com.

The Hub. Open mic, 7:30 p.m. Sept. 29; 
Poetry by the Bay open mic, 6:30 p.m. second 
and fourth Thursdays, 350 Georgia St., Vallejo. 
www.thehubvallejo.com.

News Notes
Road construction. Takes place at the 

intersection of Air Base Parkway at Clay Bank 
Road from 7 p.m. to 5 a.m. through Oct. 5. Expect 
delays in each direction, as lanes will be controlled 
down to one in each direction. Due to this work, 
Clay Bank Road will be shut down with limited 
access Sept. 14-16. East and westbound traffic on 
Air Base Parkway attempting to use Clay Bank 
Road will be detoured onto Dover Avenue and 
Peabody Road, respectively. Traffic control and 
detour sign will be in place to assist drivers.

Flu shots available. Influenza season is 
rapidly approaching. Active duty members can 
annual get flu shots beginning Monday at the 
David Grant USAF Medical Center at Travis Air 
Force Base, California. All other TRICARE 
beneficiaries can get immunized beginning Sept. 
18. Flu shots are available in the Influenza Room, 
which is located on the first floor across from 
Internal Medicine. Flu shots are strongly 
recommended for high-risk populations, which 
includes children 5 years and younger, adults age 
65 and older and pregnant women. For more infor-
mation, call the Allergy and Immunization Clinic 
at 707-423-5107.

Hire G.I. event. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Oct. 19 at 
the Delta Breeze Club. Register at hiregi.com.

60th FSS
Events and information

Volunteer coaches. To volunteer, call 
707-424-5392 or pickup your volunteer packet at the 
Youth Center.

u u u
For more information on FSS, visit http://www.

travisfss.com.

Chapel programs
Recurring events

Catholic
Twin Peaks Chapel

• Roman Catholic Mass: 9 a.m. and noon 
Sunday.

• Children’s Church: 10:15 a.m. Sunday.
• Sacrament of Reconciliation/Confession: 

4:30 to 5:30 p.m. Wednesday or upon appoint-
ment.

• Infant Baptism Prep Class: Two classes. 
Registration Required. 6 to 7 p.m., offered quarterly.

• Youth Choir: 1 p.m. Sunday.
• Children’s Choir: 2 p.m. Sunday.
• Adult Choir: 4 p.m. Sunday.
• Women’s Bible Study: 10 a.m. (at First 

Street Chapel).
• Catholic Women of the Chapel: 6 p.m. first 

Monday of every month, Annex.
• Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: 6 to 7:30 

p.m. Wednesday, Annex.
• RE Classes: 10:15 to 11:30 a.m. Sunday, RE 

Wing.
First Street Chapel

• Mom’s Group: 9 to 11:30 a.m. Thursday and 
Friday.

DGMC Chapel
• Roman Catholic Mass: Noon to 12:35 p.m. 

Monday through Thursday, except for federal 
holidays.

The Church of Jesus Christ  
of Latter-day Saints

• Sacrament Services: 9 and 11 a.m. Sunday 
at Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
Fairfield Stake Center, 2700 Camrose Ave., 
Fairfield. 

DGMC Chapel
• Latter-day Saints Service: 4 p.m. to 4:30 

p.m. Sunday at DGMC Medical Center Chapel.
• For all other enquires, call LDS Military 

relations representatives at 707-535-6979
Protestant

First Street Chapel
• Protestant Community Service: 9:30 to 

10:30 a.m. Sunday.
• Gospel Worship Service: 11:30 a.m. to 

12:30 p.m. Sunday.
• Children’s Ministry is provided for 

6-month-olds through fifth grade.
• Protestant Men of the Chapel: 8 to 9 a.m., 

first Saturday of every month.
Twin Peaks Chapel

• Protestant Women of the Chapel: 9:30 to 
11 a.m. Tuesday.

DGMC Medical Center Chapel
• Protestant Traditional Service: 10 a.m. to 11 

a.m. Sunday.
Airmen’s Ministry Center

• The Peak is open from 6 to 9 p.m. Monday 
through Friday at Bldg 1348. Home-cooked meal 

at 6 p.m. Tuesday’s followed at 7 p.m. by Bible 
study.

u u u
For more information about chapel programs, 

call Twin Peaks Chapel at 707-424-3217.

Recurring
Air Force Office of Special Investiga-

tions. To report a crime, get a foreign travel brief 
or request information on joining AFOSI, report to 
Bldg. 380B, second floor. Send correspondence 
to AFOSI Detachment 303, 510 Airlift CR, Travis 
AFB, 94535. For more information, call 
707-424-3115 or DSN: 837-3115.

Air Force Sergeants Association “Walter E. 
Scott” Chapter 1320. General membership 
meetings are at 3 p.m. on the second Friday of every 
month at Wingman’s in the Delta Breeze Club. For 
more information, contact Senior Master Sgt. Angell 
Nichols or Tech. Sgt. Rebecca Linden de Romero.

Airmen’s Attic. The Airmen’s Attic is open from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday and 4 to 6 
p.m. Wednesday. 560 Hickam Ave. For more informa-
tion, call 707-424-8740 or visit the Facebook page 
“The Attic at Travis AFB.”

Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group. 
Meetings take place from 1 to 2:30 p.m. the third 
Thursday of the month in the diabetic education 
classroom on the first floor in Internal Medicine at 
David Grant USAF Medical Center. For more 
information, call 707-423-7227.
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in the next week . . .

sa
t Bike & Brew Experience. On 

Sept. 23, jump on a giant, 
pedal-powered cycle that 
transports you from pub to pub. 
This trip is for those 21 years of 
age and older. For $50, 
transportation to and from the bike 

stop is included and certain restrictions apply. 
To register or for more information, call 
Outdoor Recreation at 707-424-0969.

Candypalooza. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sept. 
23-24, Jelly Belly Visitor Center, One Jelly 
Belly Lane, Fairfield. www.candypalooza.
jellybelly.com.

National Alpaca Farm Days. 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Sept. 23-24, Menagerie Hill 
Ranch, 4701 Norman Court and Ahh Sweet 
Alpacas, 7924 Charlotte Lane. Both are in 
Vacaville. www.sweetalpacas.com.

Oktoberfest. 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sept. 
23, Town Square, Vacaville. www.downtown-
vacaville.com.

Passport service. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Sept. 23 at the Napa Post Office in Napa, 
Calif. Applications are taken on a walk-in 
basis. For information about required 

application forms or more information, call 
877-487-2778 or email npic@state.gov.

w
ed

Back to School Outdoor 
Sale. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sept. 
27-30 at the Travis Commissary. 
Enjoy up to 50 percent off 
regular retail price on a variety of 
products The sale will take place 
on the side parking lot of the 
store.

Civilian personnel retirement 
seminars. 8-11:30 a.m. and 12:30-4 p.m. 
Sept. 27 at the Base Theater. Morning 
session for Civil Service Retirement System 
and Federal Employees Retirement System 
employees, afternoon FERS only. 
Attendance requires approval from 
supervisor. For more information, contact 
Alex Fabila at mario.fabila.1@us.af.mil or 
424-1720.

th
u AFGE 20th annual member 

appreciation picnic. 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Sept. 28 at the Travis 
Heritage Center. Buffet lunch, 
free raffle prizes, cake. $10 
nonmembers. For more 
information, call 707-437-2693.

Here are the showtimes for this weekend’s 
movies at the Base Theater:

Today
• 6:30 p.m. “All Saints” (PG)
• 9 p.m. “The Hitman’s Bodyguard” (R)

Saturday
• 6:30 p.m. “The Glass Castle” (PG-13)
• 9 p.m. “Annabelle: Creation” (R)

Sunday
• 2 p.m. “Leap” (PG)

Retiree Corner
Armed Forces retirees  
celebrate 70th AF birthday

wAshiNgtoN — Joint 
base Andrews, maryland 
members and veterans cel-
ebrated the Air force’s 
70th birthday sept. 7 at the 
Armed forces retirement 

home in washington, d.C.
more than 50 people at-

tended the event, which 
ended with a special cake 
cutting ceremony and in-
volved the vanguard v-21 
sword that symbolized the 
sacrifices made by past 
armed forces members.

— Air Force News Service
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No. 352 Medium

8 9 2 1 3 4
7 8 4 3 2 1

1 2 3 4 5 6
2 3 4 5 6 7

4 3 5 6 7 8 9
3 4 5 6 9 7 8

5 4 6 7 8 9
6 7 5 8 9 2 3
5 6 7 9 8 3 4

5
6

9 7
8

2

1

How to beat Str8ts – 
Like Sudoku, no single number can 
repeat in any row or column. But... 
rows and columns are divided by black 
squares into compartments. These 
need to be filled in with numbers that 
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set 
of numbers with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black 
cells remove that number as an option 
in that row and column, and are not part 
of any straight. Glance at the solution to 
see how ‘straights’ are formed.

Previous solution - Tough

You can find more help, tips and hints at www.str8ts.com

2 1 5
5 6 9
7 1

5 6 7 4
7 2 1 5

3 4 2 8
1 3

7 1 9
9 4 8
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4 1 7 9 6 3 2 5 8
9 5 6 1 8 2 7 4 3
2 3 8 7 4 5 9 1 6
6 7 1 4 3 9 5 8 2
5 4 3 2 7 8 1 6 9
8 9 2 6 5 1 4 3 7
3 6 9 5 2 4 8 7 1
7 2 4 8 1 6 3 9 5
1 8 5 3 9 7 6 2 4

SUDOKU

To complete Sudoku, fill the board 
by entering numbers 1 to 9 such 
that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains every number uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and tips, 
visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Str8ts, Sudoku and 
other puzzles, check out our books, 
iPhone/iPad Apps and much more on 
our store at www.str8ts.comThe solutions will be published here in the next issue.

No. 352 Medium Previous solution - Easy

puzzles

Swap Ads
For rent

55+ apartment, Whispering Oaks, Vacaville. 2 beds, 2 bath. Upgraded kitchen, newly installed 
carpet, newly painted, gated community, pool/spa, sewer, water, trash incl. Available anytime. 
$1,575. Call Grace at 707-437-2568.

House condo for rent. $2.2K. 3 beds/3 baths. 2-car garage. Built in 2014. Wood floors down-
stairs, upgraded kitchen, ceilling fans all rooms. Landscaping by HOA. Clean, quiet neighbor-
hood. 2,000 sq. ft. Available Oct. 7. Fairfield, close to TAFB. Call Grace at 707-437-2568.
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Household • Commercial • Warehousing • Boat & RV 

Four Seasons
SELF STORAGE

Located off Hwy 12 @ Walters Road

ON MOST SIZES. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.
EXPIRES 9/30/17.

25% OFF
1st MONTH

COUPON

• On Site Management

• Security Cameras

• Individually Alarmed Units

• Private Gate Codes

• Well Lit Wide Hallways

• Drive-Up Units Available

1600 Petersen Road • Suisun

(707) 439-0605
www.4sssonline.com

Ask  
About Our
MILITARY 
DISCOUNT

SIZES TO FIT EVERY NEED!

Upon Move-in

DR. JEFFREY BROOKS

VARICOSE VEINS? LEG ULCERS?
LEG PAIN? LEG SWELLING?

LEG CRAMPS? LEG HEAVINESS? BURNING SENSATION?
SKIN COLOR CHANGES? RESTLESS LEGS?

FREE CONSULTATION!  WE CAN HELP!

CALL TODAY! (707) 392-2500

OUT OF STATE SMOG SPECIAL

$2975
Most cars. 2000 or newer. Exp. 9/30/17

+cert

53 Union Way
Vacaville

707452.3464
Mon. - Fri. 9am - 6pm

Sat. 9am - 3pm

Command’s medical capability, 
SOF medical elements provide 
primary care and emergen-
cy medical support to deployed 
AFSOC or SOF units, enabling 
casualty evacuation aboard 
SOF aircraft for the movement 
of patients from far forward ar-
eas in or near a combat zone.

During his time as an IDMT 
within the AFSOC community, 
Piper had seven deployments 
and countless “down and back” 
missions to battlefields around 
the world. It was within this 
community, where he fortified 
the values he lives by.

“I live my life by the 4 F’s: 
faith, family, the force and foot-
ball,” said Piper with a smile. 
“The Air Force is an exten-
sion of family and in the SOF 

community that’s where it was 
most prevalent. To me, I joined 
the Air Force because I didn’t 
know any better, not because 
I was ignorant, but because I 
know nothing better than the 
Air Force. That’s all I know and 
I wouldn’t change a thing.”

 A ‘medical guy raised  
by a defender’

Teaching and coaching are 
passions for Piper and his po-
sition as the CAA has afforded 
him the opportunity to lay the 
foundation for a revamped pro-
fessional development program 
at Travis.

“Teaching is inherent to 
leadership,” said Piper. “Any 
great leader out there teaches, 
whether deliberate or not. To 
provide information is one of 
the greatest gifts you can give 
someone.”

As evident by his medi-
cal background, Piper has a 

passion for assisting others; not 
just on the battlefield or at the 
side of a pool, but in profession-
al development and pursuit of 
their career goals. 

The passion to assist ex-
plains his latest initiative, 
“Droppin’ DIMEs.”  Droppin’ 
DIMEs is a direct reflection of 
Piper’s affinity for sports and 
stands for Develop, Inform, 
Mentor and Educate. 

“In sports, a dime is an as-
sist,” he said. “An assist is set-
ting someone else up in a posi-
tion of success so that they can 
score a point or a goal.  That is 
what leaders do, we assist our 
Airmen.” 

During his tenure as the 
CAA, he’s expanded upon the 
traditional norms of military 
professional development. For 
the first time, professional de-
velopment courses are not con-
fined to just the service mem-
ber, as PDCs are now available 

to civilians as well as depen-
dents over the age of 18.

Moreover, Travis’ PDP now 
includes a weekly lunch-and 
learn every Wednesday from 
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., month-
ly John Maxwell Leader-
ship Courses, a Superintendent 
Symposium and TT3 Develop-
ment courses.

Piper believes that, “it takes 
a village to take care of our Air-
men” and encourages others to 

join him in Droppin’ DIMEs. 
He highlighted that diversity is 
the key to developing Airmen.   

 “I’m a medical guy, raised 
by a defender, with a SOF 
background,” said Piper. “We 
need people with diverse 
backgrounds instructing these 
courses and anyone has the op-
portunity to lead.” 

For more information on de-
velopment programs, contact 
Piper at 707-816-DIME (3463).

Saves life
From Page 6

Visit the Travis FACEBOOK  
for up-to-date information.  

facebook.com/TravisAirForceBase
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For advertising information about this directory, call Classifieds at 707-427-6973 or email: pperry@dailyrepublic.net

ASSEMBLY OF GOD BAPTIST BAPTIST CHURCH OF CHRIST

CHURCH OF CHRIST LATTER DAY SAINTS

LUTHERAN

BAPTIST EPISCOPAL
Worship  

With Us…
St. Paul 

Baptist Church

2500 N Texas Street, Suite H
Fairfield, CA 94533
Rev. Dr. Terry Long, Pastor
Sunday 
Sunday School: 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: 11:00 a.m.
Children’s Church: 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday 
Prayer Meeting: 6:30-7:00 p.m.
Bible Study: 7:00-8:00 p.m.

Web Site: www.stpaulfairfield.com
Email: stpaulbcfairfield@comcast.net
Church Phone: 707-422-2003

First Assembly Of God
of Fairfield

•9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL
•10:30 AM * MORNING WORSHIP 

•KID’z CHURCH Grades K-5th
•10:00 AM WEDNESDAY 

SENIOR PRAYER
• 7:00 PM WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Adult Bible Study
Girl’s Club

Royal Rangers
Revolution Youth

*Nursery Care Provided

707425-3612
2207 UNION AVE., FAIRFIELD

www.1agff.org
email: info@1agff.org

Lead Pastor: C. Eric Lura

CATHOLIC

TRINITY 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Tired of gimmicks and games?
Want a Bible-believing traditional church?

Need a loving church family?
You are invited to:

TRINITY  LUTHERAN CHURCH -  LCMS
Traditional Worship: 10 AM

Children’s Church during 10 AM Service
Adult Bible Study: 8:45 AM
2075 Dover Ave., Fairfield

(2 blocks south of Airbase Pkwy.)
(707) 425-2944
www.tlcps.org

Rev. Dr. Dan Molyneux, Pastor

Sunday Morning Bible Study .............. 9 AM
  Sunday Morning Worship  ..................10 AM
  Sunday Evening Worship  ....................6 PM
  Wed. Evening Bible Study ....................7 PM

  Homeless ministry at Mission Solano
  Rescue Mission  1st Friday of month 6-8 PM

Jesus said, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth 
in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live; John 11:25

CHURCH OF CHRIST - SOLANO
1201 Marshall Road, Vacaville, CA 95687

YOU

YOU

CHURCH of CHRIST 
Meets at Rockville Cemetery

 Stone Chapel
4221 Suisun Valley Rd, Fairfield

9:00 a.m. Sunday Morning Bible Study
9:50 a.m. Sunday Morning Worship
5:30 p.m. Sunday Evening Worship
7:00 p.m. Wednesday Evening Bible Study
We welcome and encourage you to come and 
hear the good news of the gospel of Christ, 
and to learn about eternal salvation for all 

mankind that is offered through Jesus.
“And there is salvation in no one 

else; for there is no other name under 
heaven that has been given among men 
by which we must be saved.” Acts 4:12
Bring a heart and mind willing to hear 
God’s Word and to do His great will...
For more information or directions, 

please visit our website at  
www.rockvillecofc.com

HOLY FAMILY
OLD CATHOLIC 

CHURCH
(Old Catholic Diocese of Napa)

Meeting at: 1600 Union 
Ave.Fairfield, CA 94533

Mass and Worship every Saturday at 5:00pm
• Fr. Robert T. Fuentes, Pastor
• Deacon Louis Souza-Fuentes, Associate Pastor

CHURCH:
House of God, House of All

COME! Whether you are a Christian or not. 
Whether you are married or divorced. Whether 
you are gay or straight. Whether you are from 

this community or passing though.  Whether you 
are filled with joy or with sadness.

ENTER with all confidence for this is your house 
as well as the House of God.

Open Communion - No one is turned away 
from the Altar

For more information call
the Church Office at 425-1748
www.holyfamilyfairfield.org

www.toccusa.org
The Old Catholic Church. Province of the United States Ancient 

Faith, Welcoming and Inclusive Church, Serving the Modern World

MOUNT CALVARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

1 Church in 2 Locations
A multi-ethnic ministry

Dr. Claybon Lea, Jr., Senior Pastor

Suisun Campus
601 Whispering Bay Lane

T.N.T. Bible Study
Tuesday Noon Teaching, 12 p.m.

Sunday Worship, 10:30 a.m.
ORDINANCES

Communion & Baptism:
1st Tuesday @ 12:00 p.m.

Fairfield Campus
1735 Enterprise Drive, Bldg. 3

T.N.T. Bible Study
Tuesday Night Teaching 7:00 p.m.

AWANA Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
Sunday Worship 7:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m. & 11:45 a.m.

Children’s Church 11:45 a.m.
Youth & Collegiate Church 11:45 a.m.

1st, 2nd, & 3rd Sundays
Nursery provided at 11:45 a.m.

ORDINANCES
Communion & Baptism:
1st Tuesday @ 7:00 p.m.

All are welcome.
Please call the Church Office for 

 bookstore & library hours.
(707) 425-1849

Website: www.mcbcfs.org

Grace Episcopal 
Church

1st & Kentucky Streets, Fairfield
(just off W. Texas St.)

425-4481

Sunday Services:
8:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist Rite I
9:15 a.m.

Pastor’s Forum
10:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist Rite II
Tuesday Service:

10:00 a.m.
Healing Eucharist

Childcare Provided for all Services
For additional information, contact 

the office at 425-4481
Welcome home to an Open, Caring, 

Christian Community

For More 
Information

 On Our 
Worship

Directory,
Contact

Daily Republic
Classifieds

at 
(707) 427-6973

BETHANY LUTHERAN 
MINISTRIES

621 South Orchard Ave.
Vacaville, CA  95688

(707) 451-6675

bethanychurch@pacbell.net

Worship Services:
Sunday: 8:30am & 11:15am with Bible 
Studies and Sunday School for all ages 
at 10:00am
Communion on the 1st and 3rd Sundays 
of the month @ 621 S. Orchard Ave., VV

Pastor Gregory Stringer
Bethany Lutheran Preschool

451-6678
bethanypreschool@pacbell.net

www.gobethany .com

Bethany Lutheran School
1011 Ulatis Drive

Vacaville, CA 95687
451-6683 ph • 359-2230 Fax

bethanyschool@pacbell.net
www.gobethany.com

itsallaboutfamilies.org
301 N. Orchard Ave., Vacaville

707.448.5848
SUNDAY
Classes for all ages .......... 10:00 am
Worship ..............................11:00 am
CORE Bible Studies 12:30 & 5:00 pm

(2nd & 4th Sunday)
WEDNESDAY
Adult Studies ........................2:00 pm
AWANA for Kids ..................6:15 pm
Adult & Youth Studies .........6:30 pm

First Baptist Church  
of Vacaville

The All Together Different Church
Senior Pastor Wyatt Duncan
Sunday Services: 8am and 11am

Nursery available during  
the 11am service

Sunday School for all ages  
at 9:30am

Awana on Wednesdays at 6pm
1127 Davis Street, Vacaville

707-448-6209
www.fbcvv.com

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

Cooperates with The Southern  
Baptist Convention

Sunday Schedule:
Worship Service .............................................8:00 am
Bible Study ........................................................9:00 am
Worship Service .......................................... 10:30 am
Evening Prayer & Praise ............................ 6:00 pm
Wednesday Schedule:
Dinner (Sept.-May) ....................................... 4:45 pm
AWANA (Sept.-May), Youth ..................... 6:00 pm
Adult Choir ...................................................... 6:30 pm
Adult Bible Study ........................................ 10:00 am 
......................................1:30 pm, 3:30 pm & 6:30 pm

Greg Davidson, Senior Pastor
707-448-5430

401 W. Monte Vista Ave., Vacaville
(Located 2 blocks west of Vaca High)

www.tbcvacaville.com
A home for Military families since 1960

THE CHURCH OF

JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Fairfield Stake Center
2700 Camrose Ave.

Sacrament Services 
Sunday 0900 and 1100

Base Sacrament Services 

DGMC Chapel 
(1st Floor North entrance) 

Sunday 1600-1630

Inquiries: Call LDS  
Military Relations Missionaries

707-535-6979
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NON-DENOMINATIONAL NON-DENOMINATIONAL NON-DENOMINATIONAL NON-DENOMINATIONAL

PRESBYTERIAN

UNITY

UNITED METHODIST

We are a Bible-centered Church which 
strives to exalt our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through the proclamation of God’s 
word, the preparation of the saints,  

and the propagation of missions.
Senior Pastor Rich Manrique

Sunday Services:
10:00 am Worship

Tuesday:
6:30-8:30 pm AWANA
6:30-8:30 pm Ladies Bible Study
6:30-8:30 pm Jr./Sr. High Bible Study

Wednesday:
7:00-8:30 pm Adult Home  Bible Study

Thursday:
6:00-8:00 pm Homeless  ministry in
 conjunction with Mission
 Solano Rescue Mission

12:00 Adult Bible Study 
 w/Pastor Rich

ROCKVILLE 
BIBLE

720 Link Road, Fairfield, CA 94534
707-864-6602

Churchoffice@RockvilleBible.org

Vacaville 
Church of Christ
401 Fir St., Vacaville, CA 95688

(707) 448-5085
Minister: Garrett Sander

Sunday Morning Bible Study
9:30 AM

Sunday Morning Worship
10:30 AM

Sunday Evening Worship
6:00 PM

Wed. Evening Bible Study
7:00 PM

www.vacavillecofc.com

If you would like to take a free Bible
correspondence course contact: 

Know Your Bible Program
401 Fir Street • Vacaville, CA 95688

(707) 448-5085

The Father’s House
4800 Horse Creek Drive

Vacaville, CA 95688
(707) 455-7790

www.tfh.org

Service Times
Saturday: 6pm

Sunday: 9am & 11am

Bible Based Expository Preaching
Sunday Worship Services
9 AM, 10:45 AM & 6 PM 

Pastor Jon Kile
192 Bella Vista Road, Vacaville

707-451-2026

Nursery & Children’s Classes Provided
Adult & Youth Sunday School -  

9 AM & 10:45 AM
Check our website for more information  

on other ministries offered

www.vacavillefaith.org

“The People of 
The United Methodist Church™”

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

1875 Fairfield Avenue, Fairfield
Phone: 707- 426-2944

Email: info@cumcfairfieldca.org
Website:  cumcfairfieldca.org

Pastor Ron Swisher
Worship Service 10:30 A.M.
Sunday School for Children  
during the Worship Service

Communion is held the  
1st Sunday of every month

Adult and Bell Choirs
Adult Bible and Book Studies

United Methodist Women
Sunday Morning Bible Studies at 9:00 A.M.

A Passion to...
Worship God • Love People • Share Christ

A Non-Denominational Bible 
Teaching Church

We offer:

• Nursery • Children’s Classes
• Youth Ministries
• AWANA Program
• Men’s & Women’s Bible Studies
• Prime Timers (Seniors Ministry)
• In Home Mid-Week Bible Studies
• Celebrate Recovery

Bruce Gallaher, Lead Pastor
707-446-9838
www.cccv.me

190 Butcher Road, Vacaville, CA 95687
(off of Alamo, Just South of I-80)

Sunday Worship Services
8:15am • 9:45am • 11:15am

ROCKVILLE PRESBYTERIAN 
FELLOWSHIP

“Where the Word of God Comes First”
JOIN US THIS SUNDAY.

Sunday Services
   Traditional with Choir 9:00 a.m. 
   Praise Service with Band 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School for children at both services
Youth Sunday School at 10:30 a.m.

Adult Christian Education (ACE) 10:20 a.m.
Nursery care is available during both Worship Services

Rev. Dr. Larry Vilardo
Pastor Joanne Martindale, Youth & Family Pastor

Youth Group meets every Wed. at 6:30pm

The Lord’s Supper is Celebrated 
Every Week.

4177A Suisun Valley Rd.
(1/2 mile north of Solano College)

For more information, please call us at 

863-0581 
or visit us on the web at

www.rockvillepresbyterian.org

For More  
Information  

On Our  
Worship Directory,  

Contact  
Daily Republic  

Classifieds  
at (707) 427-6973

Celebrating our oneness, honoring our diversity

350 N. Orchard Ave, 
Vacaville – 447-0521
unityvv@pacbell.net

www.unityvacaville.org
Sunday Morning 

8:00 am Coffee with God
10:00 am Contemporary Celebration  

with Youth Education

Wednesday Evening
6:30 pm Non-Denominational  

Meditation Time
7:00 pm Contemplative Prayer

Come Home to Unity
It’s Like Blue Jeans for the Soul

Affiliated with publisher of Daily Word©

CeCelelllll bbbbebrebr titititiatiatingng ourour ononeneenessss hhhhhohonornoriiiiinging ouou ddddr dr diiiiiveiversirsisitt

Nights stretched on, pain 
visited regularly and I admit 
there were powerful waves 
of hopelessness washing over 
me. I wondered if I would die 
soon. I wondered if I would 
ever again do things I loved do-
ing. Simple thoughts like, could 
I ever drink my beloved cof-
fee, or eat my favorite things 
haunted me. Would I walk 
more than 10 feet without rest? 

It was really pathetic at times, 
but none the less, between pain 
medicine and long, dark nights 
alone with the beeps and the 
glow of the vital signs moni-
tors, I was not in a great state 
of mind. It felt like I would be 
there the rest of my life.

My wife spent time with me 
and that was always wonderful 
but, due to life continuing out-
side of my misery, couldn’t be 
there around the clock. Things 
turned positive on Friday, May 
12. It was Wingman Day and 
I was about to experience the 

benefits of this process first 
hand.

A knock at my door start-
ed it all. The familiar faces of 
my 21st Space Wing Public Af-
fairs team mates filled the door 
frame and many of my cowork-
ers filed in to the room. My 
heart swelled at the show of 
care and camaraderie, a risky 
thing in my position if you re-
call. But none the less, there 
they were. We talked a little 
and goofed off a little. It was 
not a long visit, but the impact 
was amazing. 

At the risk of sounding very 
cheesy, I say that show of sol-
idarity, friendship and yes, 
wingmanship had a profound 
impact on my frame of mind 
and resiliency to push through 
pain and things out of my con-
trol. They may not know how 
much it meant; they will after 
reading this. 

The message I want to con-
vey is simple, yet within the 
power and ability of anyone 
reading these words. It is just 
this: the support you give to 
your wingman in a time of 

need – be it a visit, a text mes-
sage, or note – is powerful stuff. 
It is the stuff that bolsters re-
siliency and the stuff that lifts 
a person to press forward and 
not give up.

To my public affairs fami-
ly, I and my family thank you 
deeply. To the rest of the 21st 
Space Wing Knights, the Air-
men, civilians and contractors 
making up Team Pete, the few 
moments you give to support 
your wingman is going to make 
a difference. No, it will make 
the difference.

Smith
From Page 2
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“We Go The Extra SMILE”
• Orthodontics  

for Children & Adults

• Cosmetic  
(Clear) Braces

• Invisalign

• Early Intervention 
Treatment

• Financing Options  
Available

• Military Discounts

Bryan C. Scott, D.M.D.
Specialist in Orthodontics & Staff

2611 Nut Tree Road, Vacaville, (707) 451-2292
1411 Oliver Road , Fairfield, (707) 428-3200

www.scott-ortho.com

OrthodonticsOrthodontics
Voted Best Orthodontist

� Full Service Auto Repair
� Check Engine Light
� Electrical
� Free Inspection
� Oil Change
� Brake Service

MultiTechAutoRepair.com

Reasonable rates & dependable 
outstanding quality automotive 
service & repair. Jeff’s integrity 
and candor are commendable 
ideals...will do you right. Military 
Friendly. MSGT Joe N.

M-F 7am-7pm 
Sat 8-5pm

2035 N Texas Street, Ste A
(behind Meineke) Fairfield

707-421-2283

10% off
Military Discount

must show ID

2295 Streblow Drive,  Napa CA • (707) 255-4333
www.playnapa.com

Senior & Act ive Mi l i tary 
Savings

Mon - Wed Anytime: $29
Green Fee & Cart Fee included

Players Card Members Only: $24

Everyday after 12pm: $19
Green Fee & Cart Fee included

Afternoon 
Savings

Must present coupon to receive offer. Not valid with leagues, outings or special events. Expires 9/30/17.   TW

Call Emmy Greene for a private consultation  (707) 803-2733

Emmy Greene
Executive Council/REALTOR®
Lic. #01350961

(707) 803-2733

www.SolanoHomesToday.com

BUYERS!!

Jump into a 

great market 

now!!!

I make it happen…You make it home!

experiences, she started to suf-
fer from post-traumatic stress 
disorder, depression and anx-
iety.

Those after effects even-
tually led to suicidal thoughts 
and recently, she almost went 
through with it. Yet in her dark-
est moments, and feelings of 
hopelessness she began to think 
of the ones she loved and who 
loved her.

“I thought about my fu-
neral and over 400 students I 
taught in front of for four years. 
I thought about my best friends 
and when it really hit me, it was 
my kids,” Smalts said. “I just 
thought about how many people 
would be left wondering what 
happened.”

The thought of taking some-
thing away from so many peo-
ple and the suffering inflicted 
on those she loved most stopped 
her from going through with 
suicide.

Smalts immediately sought 
help and since then has over-
come her struggles. Through 
her times of despair, she wants 
her story told so other service 
members and veterans can 
hopefully find the strength to 
keep living, just like she did.

“For those that know her, she 
has done an enormous amount 
of work for the Air Force,” said 
1st Lt. Steven Haberkorn, 341st 

Security Forces Squadron flight 
commander. “She has given a 
lot (in order) to better people 
she barely knows.”

Haberkorn, along with Se-
nior Master Sgt. Eric Butt, 
341st SFS first sergeant, char-
acterized Smalts as a dedicat-
ed NCO who continuously im-
proved the lives of those around 
her by dedicating herself to the 
development, mentorship and 
leadership of her Airmen.

The night of Smalts’ near-
suicide, both Haberkorn and 
Butt were on scene and contin-
ue to be involved in her recov-
ery on a daily basis.

“Thankfully, she realized 
she had too much to live for. I’ve 
done my best to be her back-
bone throughout this entire sit-
uation,” said Haberkorn. “I set 
aside my personal life and gave 
her my undivided attention, 
talked with squadron leader-
ship, and tried to put her in a po-
sition to get better.”

Smalts said she is very grate-
ful for her first sergeant, com-
mander, other leadership and 
the mental health professionals 
who have worked with her and 
been supportive during this en-
tire process. Smalts received 
outpatient treatment and coun-
seling during her recovery and 
found those sessions to be some 
of the most beneficial parts of 
her recovery.

After reflecting on the night 
she almost committed suicide, 
she said, “I had a bad night, and 

one that I will probably regret 
for the rest of my life, but it was 
one that has gotten me to get the 
help that I needed. I’m in recov-
ery and I love it. I love how hap-
py I am. Sometimes the big-
gest mistakes we make are huge 
blessings in disguise and I think 
this was one of those.”         

Oftentimes getting help for 
mental, behavioral or substance 
use disorders is thought of as 
a weakness. However, seeking 
help and treatment could possi-
bly be the strongest step some-
one can make to get better.

“We, as an Air Force, have 
got to do better,” said Chief 
Master Sgt. of the Air Force 
Kaleth O. Wright. “We must 
find a way to ensure every Air-
man feels they can safely seek 
help, encourage those Airmen 
to utilize available resources, 
and continue to reduce the stig-
ma of seeking help from men-
tal health professionals. We 
must listen to our Airmen, build 
professional relationships and 
speak up when we notice warn-
ing signs.”

“Not only must we listen to 
our Airmen, we have to listen 
to the Airmen who have been 
there,” Wright said. “They’ve 
hit rock bottom and through 
support of their unit and help-
ing agencies, found a way out. 
These success stories save lives. 
They shine a light on the is-
sue and reaffirm those who are 
struggling that they are better 
and stronger than suicide.”

Copes
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Cellular (707) 718-1989
nprice@c21mm.com
301 Dickson Hill Road, Fairfield, CA 94533

M&M and Associates

Let My Experience, Make Your 
Home Buying or Selling Experience, 

Your Best Experience!

Each Office is independently Owned and Operated

Nancy Price-Branson 
REALTOR®

Cal BRE #01426977 
CDPE, SFR, ABR, MRP, SRES

Napa Valley Plastic Surgery has been 

providing exceptional board-certified  

plastic and reconstructive surgery to  

Northern California patients since 1984.

NAPA VALLEY
PLASTIC SURGERY

ABMS Maintenance of Certification™
American Board of Plastic Surgery

Certification Matters

behaviors when compared with 
people who have not experi-
enced such events, according 
to the Defense Suicide Preven-
tion Office.

If you or someone you 
know is experiencing suicidal 
thoughts, contact a health care 
professional or mental health, 
said Jones. 

People also can call the 

DOD Peer Support Call and 
Outreach Center 24/7 at (844) 
357-PEER (7337) or text 480-
360-6188. Communications be-
tween the member and peer 
counselors are confidential. 

Other resources include the 
Military Crisis Line at (800) 
273-8255, or the National Sui-
cide Prevention Lifeline at 1 
(800) 273-8255. To have a confi-
dential online chat session, con-
tact the Veterans Crisis Line 
at http://www.VeteransCrisis-
Line.net/chat.

Help
From Page 5

and children alike as partici-
pants celebrated the Air Force’s 
70th birthday. Brand new sig-
nage, banners and finish line 
were produced specifically for 
the event. This year’s marathon 
featured the F-22 Raptor and 
P-51 Mustang in a joint flyover, 
highlighting Air Force technol-
ogy, both new and historic.

In addition, and for the first 
time, misting stations along the 
course, and at the finish line, 
helped runner’s cool down to 
enhance their comfort. The ef-
forts were all part of making 
the marathon the best possible 
for attendees.

“Every year, for me, is more 
special and better,” said Rob 
Aguiar, the Air Force Marathon 
race director. “The only rea-
son is because the team, who’s 
much smarter than I am, are 
learning and executing.”

Marathon
From Page 13
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Military Appreciation Month

APR*APR*

ON ALL NEW 2017
ACCORDS 

CIVICS & FITS

ON ALL NEW 2017
ACCORDS 

CIVICS & FITS

UP TO 60 MONTHS
ON APPROVED CREDIT
UP TO 60 MONTHS
ON APPROVED CREDIT NOW THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2017

0%0%
*Up to $18,000. *0% APR for 60 months financing at $16.67 a month per $1,000 financed. To well qualified buyers on approval of credit by Honda 
Financial Services. Higher rates apply for buyers with lower credit ratings. Must take new delivery from dealer stock by September 30, 2017.

* Honda offer applies to New previously unregistered Honda’s not Used Cars.

In appreciation of their military service, Honda is offering select U.S. Military individuals and 
their spouses $500 toward any 2016 or newer model year Honda when they finance or lease 
through Honda Financial ServicesSM (HFS). 

Honda Military Appreciation Offer is available to individuals who are:
� Active Duty U.S. Military, (Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, National Guard, Coast Guard and Active Reserve) and 

their spouses.
� Active Duty U.S. Military Ready Reserve, (Inactive National Guard, Individual Ready Reserve, Selected Reserve) 

and their spouses.
� U.S. Military Veterans who are within 180 days of separation from active service, and their spouses.
� U.S. Military Retirees (Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, National Guard, Coast Guard and Active Reserve).
� Spouses of U.S. Military Retirees (Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, National Guard, Coast Guard and Active Re-

serve) who are within 180 days of separation from active service.

Eligible customers must meet the following conditions at the time of purchase:
� Provide Leave and Earnings Statement (LES) as proof of military status or active service at the time of purchase 

or lease.
� Spouses of a member of the U.S. Military must provide proof of relationship by presenting a Military ID, and 

provide spouse’s LES. Only a copy of the LES will be retained by the dealership for verification.
� Receive credit approval through Honda Financial Services.
� Lease: $500 is applied toward the cap cost of vehicle. Monthly payment and total due at lease signing are calcu-

lated after $500 reduction. Purchase: $500 is applied toward the down payment.
Only one $500 Military Appreciation Certificate per vehicle. The certificate can be combined with all other Honda Financial Services programs, except Zero
Due at Signing Lease program. Offer valid through March 31, 2018 unless terminated earlier by HFS.

NOTE: During the term of the retail installment finance contract or lease with Honda Financial Services, buyer may not take their 
vehicle outside the United States without the prior written consent of Honda Financial Services. During the term of the retail 
installment finance contract or lease, buyer must notify Honda financial Services immediately of any change in the buyer’s address.

All prices plus government fees and taxes. Any dealer finance charges, dealer government fees, any finance charges, any dealer 
document processing charges, any electronic filing charge and any emission testing charge. All prices good through 9/30/17.

 888-530-2767800 ADMIRAL CALLAGHAN LANE
VALLEJO, CA 94591

EXIT REDWOOD PARKWAY www.AveryGreeneHonda.com

Avery Greene Honda would like to thank current  
and past Military personnel for their service. 

During the month of September we will be extending our appreciation 
for the service and sacrifices that our current enlisted military and 
veterans have contributed for the freedom of our country. Avery 
Greene Honda will give you an additional $500 Discount off the 
purchase of a 2016 or newer Honda during the month of September.

e to thank current 

When trust and intent are 
unmistakably established, Air-
men will Fly, Fight, and Win. 
To be sure, the intrepid play 
may not execute exactly as 
planned. Don’t worry. With 
trust and intent, instead of run-
ning a post route, Airmen may 
read the defense at the line of 
scrimmage and have the con-
viction to take a risk and run a 
fly pattern. 

Leadership expert, Simon 
Sinek recognized that trust 
is, “Critical for humans be-
cause when trusts exists, we 
dare to take risks, experiment 
and explore because we know 
that somebody is watching our 
back.”

In essence, Sinek was de-
scribing our organic wingman 
culture.

Trust is paramount
As squadron commanders, 

our highest obligation is to be 
that wingman. Trust and confi-
dence is paramount to winning, 
as is the willingness to fail and 
learn. 

Throwing long on a fourth 
down recognizes failure as a 
teachable moment and estab-
lishes a command culture that 
values learning. Airmen will 
not fly every mission perfect-
ly; Airmen will not catch ev-
ery ball. Undoubtedly, we dis-
appoint from time-to-time. If 
we don’t practice throwing the 
long ball in peacetime, we will 
never have the confidence to 
throw it in wartime. This lesson 
is not new. 

Red Flag was created for 
this very reason. The first 10 
missions at Red Flag are de-
signed to replicate the first 10 
combat missions. Playing it 
safe in Nevada’s desert is easy, 
and low risk. Those same safe 
choices may not be possible or 
feasible in combat. 

If an Airman is encouraged 
to make calculated risks dur-
ing peacetime, he or she will be 
confident to execute decisions 
when danger is imminent. Fear 
of failure should not drive de-
cision-making. Failure in the 
Nevada desert, during peace-
time, is a teachable moment. 
We should encourage these mo-
ments. 

Changing our playbook is 
not easy. We will be challenged 

by those entrenched with the 
idea of punting. Worse, if we 
call a deep throw on fourth-
and-one, and are unsuccessful, 
our command may be in jeop-
ardy. 

It’s a price worth paying. 
Find comfort that Brig. Gen. 
Billy Mitchell was challenged 
when he questioned the es-
tablishment, too. Remember, 
Mitchell publicly questioned 
the Navy’s role as America’s 
first line of defense. Secretary 
of War, Newton Baker, did not 
believe an aircraft could sink a 
battleship and requested a front 
row seat. 

In fact, Baker declared, 
“That idea is so damned non-
sensical and impossible that I’m 
willing to stand on the bridge 
of a battleship while that nitwit 
tries to hit it from the air.” 

To the consternation of the 
Navy and many others, Mitch-
ell’s publicity stunt worked. 
His bombers sank the Ger-
man battleship Ostfriesland 
in July 1921. Mitchell didn’t 
punt on fourth down, in spite 
of the forces that were active-
ly encouraging him to do so. 
We shouldn’t, and our Airmen 
shouldn’t either. Throw the ball. 

A better runway
During an assumption of 

command, no one reaches for 
their squadron’s flag because 
they seek to continue the status 
qou antebellum. We grab that 
flag with pride and an intent to 
lead boldly. We grab it with vi-
sions of grandeur. We seized 
the guidon to pour a better run-
way for those who follow. 

That starts by leading. On 
fourth-and-one, tell your Air-
men to go deep. After you score, 
instead of attempting the sim-
ple and easy extra point, go for 
two. 

Why? Because we’re Air-
men, and risking all for victo-
ry is in our soul. The Air Force 
exclusively breeds air-mind-
ed thinkers to provide solutions 
to national security problems. 
This is the way it has always 
been. 

Truly, the behavior is in our 
DNA. We are the service that 
superciliously sings, “We live in 
fame or go down in flame. Hey! 
Nothing can stop the U.S. Air 
Force.” It’s time to unapologet-
ically live in fame. Your Air-
men deserve it. The nation re-
quires it.
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HOSPITALGeneral takes closer look at Travis …

2) Brig. Gen. Robert 
Miller, left, Air Force 
Medical Operations 

Agency commander, and 
AFMOA Chief Master Sgt. 
John Yun, center, AFMOA 
superintendent, listen to 

Lt. Col. John DaLomba 
60th Medical Operations 

Squadron, during a recent 
visit to the physical therapy 
clinic at David Grant USAF 

Medical Center at Travis Air 
Force Base, Calif. 3) Miller 

is briefed by 2nd Lt. Lindsay 
Tate, 60th Diagnostics and 

Therapeutics Squadron, 
during his tour of DGMC.

1) Brig. Gen. Robert 
Miller, left, Air Force 
Medical Operations 
Agency commander 
at Joint Base San 
Antonio-Lackland, 
Texas, speaks with 
Tech. Sgt. Eugenia 
Harrison, 60th 
Surgical Operations 
Squadron, during 
a Sept. 12 visit to 
the 60th SGCS 
sterile processing 
department at David 
Grant USAF Medical 
Center at Travis Air 
Force Base, Calif. 
Miller was provided 
an in- depth look into 
the DGMC mission 
and the opportunity 
to interact with 
Airmen from several 
clinics during his 
visit.

U.S. Air Force photos by Heide Couch
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